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Summary 

 

The Peruvian Amazon faces imminent threats that require urgent and coordinated 

action by the State. In this context, the article aims to highlight the importance of 

activating the Amazon Protection Brigades, a crucial measure aimed at preserving 

biodiversity, strategic resources and, therefore, national sovereignty. The article 

examines geostrategic relevance of the Amazon, emphasizing the primary role of 

the Armed Forces, especially the Peruvian Army (EP), in addressing this mission. In 

addition, the importance of achieving a synergy between political will, multisectoral 

effort and the population's willingness to take military action is highlighted. The 

urgency of this activation is positioned as a priority of national interest, not only 

because of its essentiality for future generations, but also because of its impact at a 

global level. It is essential to raise awareness among all sectors about the importance 

of this mission that transcends borders and promises a future of preservation, 

prosperity, and security for the Amazon as well as for the country as a whole. 

 

Keywords: Peruvian Amazon, contemporary threats, territorial integrity, national 

security, geostrategy. 

 

Introduction 

 

In the heart of South America, an immense green lung generates life, balancing 

ecosystems and maintaining the climatic stability of our planet.1 The Peruvian 

Amazon is a natural jewel and stands as one of the Earth's most precious treasures, 

spanning extensive borders that connect Peru with Ecuador, Colombia, and Brazil.2 

However, this biodiversity paradise is at a critical crossroads, threatened by a range 

of illicit activities that go far beyond its borders. 

 

Peru's Amazon is an ecosystem like no other, a symphony of life that is home to 

biological diversity that surpasses any other corner of the planet. Within its confines, 

there is an uncountable variety of animal and plant species living together in a 

delicate natural balance that influences the health of the entire globe.3 Its 

degradation is not just a local issue; its effects, such as water pollution, environmental 

deforestation, the extinction of some species of flora and fauna, as well as the 

displacement or migration of indigenous communities, spread throughout the planet 

and impact the climate, water cycles, and global biodiversity. In the case of 
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indigenous communities, many of them end up linked to drug trafficking and illegal 

mining, because they are victims of poverty and do not have sufficient education to 

enter the labor market.4 For this reason, the Amazon is in danger. The turbulence of 

illegal activities and transnational crimes affects both their ecological integrity and 

national security. Illegal mining, indiscriminate logging, drug trafficking, human 

trafficking, and the presence of Residual Organized Armed Groups (GAORs) have 

woven a web of threats that undermine the stability of the region.5 As Durkheim, the 

father of modern sociology, pointed out in his theory of human action, human beings 

internalize the values they perceive in their community, make them part of their 

discourse, and their actions are based on them.6 Under this principle, the threats 

described are a danger, since they are constantly present in the daily lives of citizens. 

This leads to these practices being naturalized or normalized. Therefore, the next 

generations could become indolent and value their modus operandi as part of their 

modus vivendi. Thus, these challenges far from being exclusively environmental, 

have deep roots in the security and stability of the nation.  

 

At this juncture, the Armed Forces, especially the EP, as custodians of the terrestrial 

dimension, emerge as the last line of defense for the Amazon through the activation 

of the Amazon Protection Brigades, which introduce a new era in safeguarding this 

vast territory. However, this path is not without obstacles, both internal and external; 

Tensions between tradition and transformation, reluctance to cede entrenched 

roles, and the imperative need to adapt to a changing world chart the path to a 

sustainable future for the region. 

 

The Amazon in Imminent Danger 

 

The vast and lush Peruvian Amazon is positioned as one of the world's most impressive 

natural treasures.7 Its dense forests, extensive rivers and a wide diversity of flora and 

fauna have earned it the title of "The Lungs of the Planet".8 However, behind the 

majesty of its beauty, lie latent vulnerabilities that threaten its wealth.  

 

Its biodiversity is home to approximately 10% of the known species on Earth, from 

jaguars and pink dolphins to unique medicinal plants.9 However, it is not only 

breathtakingly beautiful, but essential to the global ecological balance. Sadly, 

deforestation and habitat degradation threaten countless species, many of which 

have yet to be discovered, and weaken ecosystem resilience to climate change. 

According to the 2021 Amazon Assessment Report, "At the local or regional scale, 

climate change and anthropogenic land-use change are already impacting 

Amazonian ecosystems in both the components of biodiversity, the carbon cycle, 

the hydrological cycle or biomass burning."10 It is clear that the transformation of the 

Amazon is undeniable and requires immediate attention. In addition to its ecological 

importance, the Amazon region is home to numerous indigenous communities that 

depend on it for their livelihoods.11 However, internal migration plays an important 

role in this area. The departments of Ucayali, San Martín and Madre de Dios are 
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substantially attractive for internal migration in the Amazon, and since 1988, have 

experienced a net positive migration rate. It is important to note that Madre de Dios 

was the department that received the largest number of migrants in recent 

decades.12 

 

From the above, it can be deduced that the Amazonian population has 

experienced internal migration processes, with Madre de Dios standing out as the 

region that received the largest number of new residents. It is crucial to highlight that 

this area has significant rates of illegal mining and deforestation.13 As a 

consequence, environmental degradation has a direct impact on these 

communities, causing the loss of their traditional ways of life and the decline of 

ancestral knowledge. 

 

The aforementioned vulnerabilities transcend biodiversity, as the depths of the lush 

Amazon rainforest have been infiltrated and established by illegal activities that 

threaten to destabilize the region and compromise national security. Transnational 

Organized Crime (TOC) has found refuge in the vastness of the Amazon,14 in all its 

forms. Illegal mining is another worrisome aspect, polluting rivers and soils with 

mercury, destroying large areas of forest, and generating lasting environmental 

scars, as well as displacing entire communities.15 For its part, the Illicit Drug Trafficking 

(TID) uses the dense vegetation as a shield, occupying considerable sectors of the 

region for coca leaf cultivation, processing, and distribution. This, coupled with 

widespread corruption, increases social violence.16 The Amazon is also fertile ground 

for human trafficking and other related crimes that often operate in the shadows, 

outside the operational reach of authorities.17 It is important to note that, along with 

these threats, the presence of GAORs in the Putumayo sector represents an 

additional element of danger.18 These dissidents emerged after the signing of the 

peace agreement between the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) 

and the Colombian government in 2016. They sought refuge in the jungle and are 

now financed through illegal activities, defying state authority in remote areas and 

increasing insecurity and instability in the Amazon. This impact extends beyond 

borders.19 

 

In this scenario, it is clear that the Peruvian Amazon requires solid and sustainable 

protection. Consequently, in 2019, the 6th Special Forces Brigade, based in Madre 

de Dios, was launched as a pilot unit.20 In this sense, the activation of the Amazon 

Protection Brigades is presented as a forceful response by the State to 

comprehensively confront these threats and guarantee the protection of resources, 

national security, and prosperity in the region. This initiative also has a positive 

influence on the preservation of the greatest natural asset globally and on the future 

of generations. 
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The Promise of the Amazon: The Global Chessboard, Transnational Challenges, and 

Strategic Opportunities 

 

Beneath the lush foliage of the Amazon lies a richness that transcends its ecological 

value. This vast rainforest is home to an abundance of mineral, energy, and 

economic resources that, if properly managed, can drive Peru's sustainable 

development and contribute to the prosperity of its people.21 

 

The Amazon possesses significant reserves of oil and natural gas, energy resources 

vital to the country's growth and economic stability. Its soils also hide mineral deposits 

including gold, silver, copper, and other valuable minerals. Responsible exploitation 

could represent a significant source of income, boost the economy, and create 

employment opportunities in all related communities.22 However, gold in particular 

attracted thousands of illegal prospectors, which has led to negative impacts on the 

environment and society. Indiscriminate logging of forests, water pollution, human 

trafficking and organized crime are some of the related crimes associated with this 

uncontrolled exploitation.23 These are closely linked to each other and pose a threat 

to the integrity and biodiversity of the Amazon, leaving lasting scars. 

 

The region's biodiversity also offers opportunities in the fields of biotechnology and 

medicine. There are unknown plants and species that could contain invaluable 

chemical compounds with medical and pharmaceutical applications. Research in 

this area could not only lead to advances in medicine, but also to revenue 

generation, through the commercialization of natural products.24 In addition, the 

Amazon is a potential source of clean and renewable energy. Its rivers, with their 

powerful flows, offer opportunities for hydroelectric power generation, as well as solar 

and wind energy production.25 However, the exploitation of these poses challenges 

on a global scale. Large corporations and countries without access to these 

resources are watching with interest the evolution of their conservation and could 

compete for a share of them. This underscores the need for careful and strategic 

management of the aforementioned assets.26 

 

On the other hand, TOC, and drug trafficking, which are often complementary to 

the exploitation of natural resources, have a reach that goes beyond national 

borders and serve as a source of financing for their illicit activities. Criminal networks 

maintain their presence and operate with impunity in the Amazon region, taking 

advantage of the lack of state presence in remote areas. This not only exacerbates 

insecurity but threatens regional peace.27 The latter manifests itself in the absence of 

law enforcement, border surveillance systems and road infrastructure at the most 

remote points.  

 

The struggle for the control and preservation of the Peruvian Amazon, including 

global priorities such as the fight against climate change and the search for clean 
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and renewable energy sources, represents a challenge to national security. 

Consequently, the activation of the Amazon Protection Brigades not only implies the 

protection of nature, but also the control of the strategic management of these 

resources by the State. Balancing economic exploitation with environmental 

preservation and national security will be crucial to ensuring a sustainable future for 

the region and the Peruvian territory. 

 

Redefining Institutional Missions for a Sustainable Future 

 

The Armed Forces, through the EP, will expand its traditional strategic functions and 

devote greater attention to the role of supporting national development in the face 

of an unprecedented challenge: addressing the complex threats affecting the 

Peruvian Amazon. Given the limited capacity of various state institutions in charge 

of safeguarding the resources of the Amazon and protecting indigenous 

communities, it is necessary to activate the Protection Brigades. These not only 

represent a paradigm shift in the way the Armed Forces operate in the terrestrial 

dimension, but they also recognize that national security transcends traditional 

borders.28 

 

These brigades, in addition to being fighting forces, will be constituted as guardians 

of the Peruvian Amazon, committed to the preservation of its ecological integrity 

and the security of its communities. This responsibility entails a broadening of roles, 

ranging from environmental conservation to humanitarian assistance and 

sustainable infrastructure development. Therefore, this military transformation is not 

only a necessity, but an opportunity for the Armed Forces to adapt to an ever-

changing world. Overcoming resistance to this change is essential to ensure the 

survival and preservation of the Amazon. 

 

This reorientation of efforts implies a profound change in the mentality of some 

sectors of the military. Moving beyond traditional paradigms and adjusting to the 

changing realities of global security is essential to the success of this mission. 

Therefore, it is essential to understand that current and future needs do not imply 

weakening the fundamental role or renouncing the essential values and principles 

of the institution, but rather strengthening its capacity to protect and serve the 

country in an integral manner. 

 

History is full of examples of institutions that, in resisting change, have been left 

behind. For this reason, this transformation of thinking in Army professionals opens 

doors to new opportunities for cooperation and coordination with other sectors of 

society. The collaboration and interoperability of the institutions that make up the 

defense sector (the Army, through the Amazon Protection Brigades), government 

agencies, civil society, and the private sector are essential to address the 

multidimensional challenges facing the Amazon.29 A case that can be mentioned is 

the one developed in the sector of the Valley of the Apurimac, Ene and Mantaro 



Amazon Protection Brigades: A National Security and Resource Preservation Issue 

November 23, 2023 - Peruvian Army Center for Strategic Studies 

 

6 

 

rivers (VRAEM), known as the VRAEM Development Commission (CODEVRAEM), 

2011-2016, considered a great example of synergy and multisectoral articulation. As 

expressed by Colonel Rojas Merino, the importance of political decision-making and 

leadership is critical to addressing the challenges in this area. The Armed Forces have 

been present in this region for more than 30 years, which shows that the problems in 

the VRAEM are not limited to military and police issues. The comprehensive 

participation of the State, as well as clear political decision-making and leadership, 

is required to make significant progress in resolving the problems in this area.30 

 

So, the collaborative and interoperability work that was carried out at CODEVRAEM 

shows that this type of threat must be addressed in a comprehensive manner by the 

State. Hence the need for flexible thinking to work more efficiently. The proposed 

initiative not only represents a milestone in the evolution of the Armed Forces, but 

rather, it is an invitation to all responsible sectors and the organized population to 

unite in a unified effort to address the specific problems in the region. 

 

Amazon Foresight: Strategically Vital  

 

On the geopolitical chessboard of the 21st century, the Amazon, with its vast 

dimensions and natural wealth, emerges as a geopolitical asset of incalculable 

value. In an era of increasing global competition for essential resources, it becomes 

a vital point of interest and rivalry between nations. The protection of this region is 

not only focused on preserving biodiversity, but also on ensuring Peru's position in an 

increasingly competitive and resource-dependent world.31 Strategic minerals and 

renewable energy sources make this region a sought-after asset in the global 

economic environment, which not only constitutes a strategic advantage at the 

regional level, but also projects Peru's influence in the global arena.32 Therefore, it is 

crucial that the State update itself according to these scopes. 

 

The activation of the Amazon Protection Brigades would strengthen the State's 

presence in critical areas, which are integrated into the Border Surveillance System. 

In addition, it would send a clear signal at the international level about Peru's 

determination to protect its sovereignty and strategic resources. The Amazon is a 

hotspot where security and economy are closely intertwined due to the presence of 

essential resources, such as strategic minerals and an abundance of fresh water, 

which attract regional and global actors seeking to ensure their access to ensure 

their survival.33 

 

The forward-looking vision of a sustainable economy in the Amazon goes beyond 

the exploitation of resources. It must be a comprehensive approach that balances 

prosperity with environmental conservation. Investment in clean technologies, the 

promotion of ecotourism, and the implementation of conservation policies can 

transform the region into an example of how its economic development can coexist 

with the preservation of the environment. 
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The State's Commitment to Necessary Equipment and Technology 

 

The protection of the Peruvian Amazon cannot fall exclusively to the Armed Forces. 

A strong alliance between political sectors, private investment and organized civil 

society, among other actors, is needed in a joint effort to preserve this invaluable 

natural heritage and ensure national security.34 Therefore, statesmen, decision-

makers, and various government leaders have a responsibility to implement policies 

and legal frameworks that support the activation of the Amazon Protection Brigades. 

 

The initiatives transcend all kinds of ideological and political positions, demanding a 

forward-looking vision of the State that prioritizes the conservation of the Peruvian 

Amazon above any individual interest. In this regard, the active participation of the 

population is equally essential; Citizen awareness and adherence are crucial.35 

Consequently, it is imperative that society understands the importance of the 

Amazon and gets involved in the protection of its vital resources.36 Thus, education 

and awareness-raising are powerful tools to mobilize the population in this common 

cause. 

 

The commitment of the EP, as guardian of the terrestrial dimension, is the central pillar 

of this alliance. Their experience and ability to operate in challenging environments 

such as the jungle are indisputable.37 Their intervention is essential to ensure the 

effectiveness and success of the various military operations and actions to be 

initiated in complex terrain and demanding environmental conditions. This will 

require specialized equipment and technology, from land and river vehicles 

adapted for difficult terrain and adverse weather conditions. 

 

Logistics and sourcing in the jungle pose unique challenges. To ensure the success of 

units deployed in the Amazon, a strategic approach is required.38 This means 

ensuring that they have the necessary resources to carry out their missions in a 

sustainable manner. One of the fundamental pillars in this process is integrated 

logistics support, a mechanism that allows an effective response in a remote and 

dynamic operations environment.39 For example, in the case of Brazil, "... plans and 

programs such as GIAHS and GIAHS [which] have been instrumental in enabling the 

Armed Forces to combat the TOC and related crimes along the border line and 

along rivers, taking away the initiative and capacity of these criminal 

organizations."40 Likewise, in the case of Colombia, the research indicates that the 

legal framework was adapted to achieve the mitigation of threats. Subsequently, 

the corresponding resources were made available for the achievement of the 

proposed objectives. This combination of elements has made it possible to detect 

illegal trafficking, neutralize 38 clandestine airstrips used to transport the alkaloid, 
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immobilize four aircraft, and seize 22 tons of cocaine. In addition, during 2021, more 

than 5,000 members of different GAOs were neutralized, including those captured, 

brought to justice, demobilized, and killed during the development of military 

operations.41 

 

Both cases show that a total commitment is required from decision-makers and state 

officials to establish the legal framework and allocate the necessary budget to 

support military operations and actions. In this sense, having state-of-the-art 

technologies is imperative to ensure the efficiency of these operations. Essential 

technological tools include tracking systems, satellite coverage and monitoring, 

drones, and geographic information systems. The technological support of the 

institutes of the Armed Forces and the participating multi-sectoral units is crucial. 

 

Then, with these devices, valuable data would be provided that would facilitate the 

effective recognition of military operations and actions in the jungle, from obtaining 

Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance to Integrated Command and 

Control. This would ensure effective liaison and coordination between maneuver 

units and the entity that runs them, resulting in a streamlined military decision-making 

process. In this way, technology plays a crucial role, and its acquisition should be 

considered as an investment by the Peruvian State. This would ensure that the 

Amazon Protection Brigades have the necessary support to face threats and 

challenges. 

 

Conclusions 

 

The protection of the Peruvian Amazon is a commitment of transcendental 

importance that demands the union and commitment of all sectors of society. It 

represents a pact with the future, a promise to preserve this priceless natural and 

geostrategic treasure for future generations. To carry out this mission, it is essential 

that the Armed Forces take on a proactive and visionary role, and it is up to the EP 

to lead this effort with its experience and logistical capacity. 

 

In addition to being a national concern, the Amazon region represents an issue of 

global interest. In a world increasingly focused on sustainability and ecological 

balance, the protection of this area acquires a strategic relevance that goes 

beyond borders. Consequently, its preservation not only safeguards territorial 

sovereignty and national security, but also contributes to Peru's ecological balance 

and geopolitical stability worldwide. 

 

Finally, within its fundamental strategic role, the EP is entrusted with the preservation 

of independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity, which positions it as a leader 

in the protection of the Amazon. This leadership transcends military operations and 

actions, involving close synergy and cooperation with other sectors, from the political 

sphere to civil society. The urgent activation of the Amazon Protection Brigades 
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should be considered a priority issue of national interest, a task that requires a 

determined and coordinated commitment from all the actors involved. 
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